Introduction by Oakdale, Suzanne
Tipití: Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Lowland
South America
ISSN: 2572-3626 (online)




University of New Mexico - Main Campus, soakdale@unm.edu
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti
Part of the Anthropology Commons
This Introduction is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ Trinity. It has been accepted for inclusion in Tipití: Journal of the
Society for the Anthropology of Lowland South America by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ Trinity. For more information, please contact
jcostanz@trinity.edu.
Recommended Citation
Oakdale, Suzanne (2007). "Introduction," Tipití: Journal of the Society for the Anthropology of Lowland South America: Vol. 5: Iss. 1,
Article 1.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.trinity.edu/tipiti/vol5/iss1/1
Tipití (2007) 5(1):3–8    © 2007  SALSA   3
ISSN 1545-4703                Printed in USA  
Introduction
SUZANNE OAKDALE
University of New Mexico
soakdale@unm.edu
	 This	issue	of	Tipití,	with	its	focus	on	life	histories,	autobiographical	

















histories	 and	diary	 entries),	 give	 a	 sense	 for	how,	over	 the	past	 century,	
people	in	the	lowlands	have	been	simultaneously	engaged	in	relationships	
at	several	levels	of	expansiveness.		These	relationships	vary	from	the	very	
local	 levels	 of	 households	 and	 local	 groups,	 to	 the	more	 encompassing	
and	abstract	 levels	of	 regional,	national,	 transnational,	 and	cosmological	





lives	 in	 the	 lowlands	 for	 a	 very	 long	 time,	despite	 the	 fact	 that	 village-
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complex	 affiliations,	 porous	 boundaries,	 and	 hybrid	 identities	 (see	 also	
Brooks	2008:262).			






Veber	 describes	 how	 Miguel	 incorporates	 techniques,	 knowledge,	 and	
styles	of	leadership	from	each	of	these	domains	to	become	a	new	type	of	





	 William	Crocker’s	 essay	 explores	 a	 corpus	of	diary	 entries	 from	his	
extensive	 four-decade-long	 diary	 research	 project	 among	 the	Canela	 in	
central	Brazil.		Diary	entries	are	not	retrospective	to	the	same	degree	that	














to	 the	 same	 issue,	 these	 social	 relations	 are	 important	 in	different	ways	
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lack	of	guidance.		Still	others	fault	the	man’s	parents	and	family	members.	








community	boundaries.	 	Rather	 than	 stressing	 the	political	 potential	 of	
the	diaries,	as	Weber	does	with	Miguel’s	life	history,	Crocker	focuses	on	







to	make	use	of	 this	archive	 (a	 total	of	2,000	hours	of	 tape	and	150,000	
written	pages)—truly	a	collection	of	a	lifetime.		In	keeping	with	lowland	
sensibilities,	 this	 is	 an	offer	 that	wonderfully	 transcends	 the	more	usual	
boundaries	in	academia.							
	 My	 own	 contribution	 focuses	 on	 excerpts	 from	 two	 senior	 Kayabi	
men’s	 life	 histories	 elicited	 in	 the	 1990s	 and	 analyzed	 in	 terms	 of	 the	
symbolic	 importance	 of	 “alterity”	 (see	 Viveiros	 de	 Castro	 1998,	 2001).	










both	men	 give	 a	 central	 role	 to,	 and	 emphasize	 the	 emotional	 salience	
of,	treatments	to	the	surface	of	their	bodies.	 	In	this	way,	the	expansive,	
heterogeneous	 social	 networks	 characteristic	 of	 the	 twentieth-century	
Brazilian	 interior	 are	 perceived	 from	 the	 vantage	 point	 of	 a	 few	 of	 the	
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	 The	final	essay	by	Pierre	Déléage	focuses	on	an	indigenous	genre	of	
first-person	 narrative	 song	 and	 the	 context	 of	 its	 performance.	 	These	
songs,	called	Caqui Caqui,	are	sung	in	Yaminahua	village	homes	along	the	
Peruvian	banks	of	 the	Purus	River.	 	Caqui Caqui,	Déléage	 explains,	 are	
currently	sung	when	the	singer	is	overcome	by	feelings	of	nostalgia,	that	is,	
by	memories	of	an	event	or	person	both	distant	in	time	and	space.		Déléage	


















as	 persons	who	move	 through	 a	wide	 range	of	 relationships	with	other	
people	distant	 and	near,	past	 and	present,	 even	 as	 they	 continue	 to	 live	
their	 lives	 in	 so-called	 “face-to-face”	 communities.	 	 People	 and	 groups	
appear	 in	 these	 accounts	 as	 permeable,	 relational,	 transformable,	 and	
dialogic.		These	findings	resonate	with	the	observations	of	so	many	other	
ethnographers.	 	The	various	 forms	of	personal	documentation	 collected	
in	 this	 issue—including	 life	 histories,	 diaries,	 indigenous	 genres	 of	
autobiographical	narrative	and	song—do	more	than	simply	describe	the	
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